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	1. Underground Trouble

It had been many weeks since the defeat of the _Oración Seis_ and finally things seem to return to normal or as normal as it could be in Dragon Tail Guildhall. Hiccup was to her table with Astrid and the two of them were enjoying a very nice meal.

"It's nice that things are finally calm down," said Astrid as she took a piece of strawberry cake.

"I have a feeling it won't last for long," said Hiccup as he too took a piece of strawberry cake. "Let's face it things are never normal round here."

Astrid laughed. "Good point."

Hiccup then saw the corner of his eye Merrill, the newest member, staring at the request board along with her cat Stormfly.

"Fine anything?" Adelaide asked.

"I'm not sure, there's so many," she said.

"Let me know when you find one," Adelaide smiled.

"She seems to be fitting in quite well," said Hiccup looking at Merrill.

"She's still a bit shy though," said Ruby as she took a seat beside them.

"It's to be expected," said Hiccup. "Especially after what just happened with her."

He can never get rid of that sad look on her face when the day she realised that her guild head and nothing more than an illusion.

"I just wish the same could be said for Stormfly," said Toothless as he climbed onto the table.

"Get a little crash, huh?" Ruby smirked.

Toothless suddenly turned pink. "No… well, maybe. But that's not the case."

"I have to agree with Toothless," said Ragnar as he leaned over the bench. "She hasn't exactly warmed up to anyone. She considers everyone rude and she refuses Merrill to be out of her sight."

"She'll come around," Hiccup assured.

"You know, funny how much she's like you Astrid," Ragnar smirked.

"What?" Astrid glared.

"I'm just saying that you want exactly warming up to anyone when you first came here," said Ragnar holding out his hands defensively.

Astrid opened her mouth, but then closed it. "Good point."

"Hiccup!" Stoick yelled over the bar.

"Yeah, dad?" said Hiccup getting up.

"I've got a job for you and I'd like you to take Merrill along with you, you know show the ropes," said Stoick.

"Don't we get a say in this," Stormfly snapped as she and Merrill may the way over to him.

"Hiccup is her tutor and she is far too young to go on a solo mission, even if she is with you," said Stoick firmly. "Besides, it won't be too much trouble. It's a request from King Barkel, he's got a slight goblin problem."

"The Dwarven King," Hiccup blinked.

"Aye, you know, son," said Stoick. "In fact he asked for you personally."

Hiccup frowned. "I only met him once and I was with Gobber."

"I suppose he's heard of your exploits as Night Fury," Astrid shrugged. "Though I wish I was going with you."

Stoick shook his head. "Dwarfs a very private, especially in own kingdom, I'm sure they will allow Merrill and your feline friends to accompany you, but no one else."

"Okay, I'll leave right away," said Hiccup as heat of the job request form. "Come on, Merrill were off to Zabtorl."

"Are you sure it's okay for me to go," said Merrill nervously looking up at Stoick.

"Now, Child, how do you think you going to manage if you don't work on your confidence," Stormfly scolded.

"You'll be fine Merrill, goblins shouldn't cause us too much problems," Hiccup assured.

* * *

><p>Once they pack their bags they left Berk and took the carriage to Zabtorl.<p>

"So you've been to Zabtorl?" said Merrill as she fiddled with her fingers.

"I was about your age, but that was mainly defending a caravan that was holding some valuables for the Royal family," said Hiccup as he laid back with his hands over his head. "It was just me and Gobber and a few dwarven soldiers. It was a two-day journey, but it was quite peaceful apart from the random bandit attacks. Anyway, King Barkel was very pleased when we presented him his caravan."

"What was in it?" Toothless asked.

"Not sure, except that it was something from one of his ancestors," said Hiccup. "The dwarfs treat their ancestry quite serious. It's everything to a dwarf especially those living in Zabtorl."

"Here we are," said the driver.

They soon reached the base of a very tall mountain and not far away they could see a fortress carved right into it. As they got closer they saw that it was guarded by heavily armed dwarfs in shining armour.

"Halt," said a dwarf as they approached the doors. "None shall enter except Zabtorl's own."

"King Barkel asked for my assistance," said Hiccup holding out the job request form.

The dwarf took it and examined it. "Very well, but mind yourselves and know you do anything against the law you will be imprisoned."

"We'll behave ourselves," Hiccup assured.

"They seem very strict," said Merrill.

"Like my dad said the very private, only a handful of people that you seen their kingdom," said Hiccup as large doors opened.

They walked down a glittering corridor made of pure marble and they saw more guards watching as they walk past. Even despite their eyes been coloured by their helmets Hiccup knew they were keeping an eye on them as they walked past.

* * *

><p>Once they reached the end of the corridor they found something completely amazing. The entire mountain was hollow from top to bottom and they could see carved in the mountain itself were houses. It was illuminated by strings blowing rocks that Hiccup recognised as sunstone, a special type of mineral that glowed even in the deepest darkness<p>

In the centre was a large palace that was no doubt where the king and his Royal family sat. The bottom look like it went down forever and they can only see thing bit of light coming from the lava and sunstone that flowed into the mountain.

"Wow!" said Merrill as she leaned over the edge looking down into the depths.

"Be careful, Child," Stormfly advised. "If you lean any closer you might fall."

"Come on, even if she did we would have been able to catch before she hit the bottom… if there was one," said Toothless.

"You be quiet, tomcat," Stormfly hissed.

"How about we go and see the King," Hiccup suggested.

The Palace was connected by long stone bridges that ran across the entire mountain and as they walked they could hear the sounds of chisels digging into rock.

"What's that noise?" Merrill asked.

"It's the miners," said Hiccup looking over the edge. "The digging deep into the mountain finding any precious stone they can. In fact they have tunnels that scratch or across Septem. It's how they are the richest of all the races, even more than my race."

"But don't your people ruled the land?" Merrill enquired.

"We rule the surface as true, but it's the dwarfs that rule the ground below," said Hiccup. "And unlike us they don't worship gods, they respect their ancestors and believe that it is them give them strength in the darkest of times."

"So, they believe their ancestors live among them guiding them," said Toothless.

"I suppose that's one way to put it, but in some ways they are," said Hiccup and looked at the mountain. "Stone sometimes record events and under certain conditions they play them back."

"Wow!" said Merrill.

"Come on, with best not keep the king waiting," said Hiccup.

* * *

><p>The Palace was probably the most magnificent place that Merrill had ever seen. It stood right in the middle of the mountain almost as big as Nirvana and as they walk through the holes they saw statues of dwarfs that were no doubt the Kings and Queens of the past.<p>

They soon found the throne room and there sat on the phone was an old dwarf with a white beard a golden crown rested on his head and his fingers covered in jewels, emeralds, rubies, sapphires you name it he had it.

"Ah, you have grown since last I saw you young Master Hiccup," said King Barkel.

"It is an honour to meet you again your Majesty," said Hiccup bowing slightly.

"And who is this young lady with you?" he asked to looking down at Merrill.

"I'm Merrill Sliverleaf," said Merrill doing a little curtsy.

"She's our newest member of Dragon Tail and insisted that she comes along with me," Hiccup explained.

"I see, did he also insisted you taking a pair of cats?" King Barkel asked looking down at Toothless and Stormfly.

"I would have come with Merrill even if he told us not to," said Stormfly.

"And where Hiccup goes I go," said Toothless.

King Barkel blinked slightly than a bemused smile appeared on his face. "I see."

"My father said that you had a goblin problem," said Hiccup.

"Yes, goblins have become a bit more daring lately and they've been attacking miners," King Barkel explained. "Normally our guards would be able to handle them, but this is to be a lot more than usual."

"And you want us to clear them out," Hiccup guessed.

King Barkel nodded. "And will be awarded quite handsomely if you do this for us."

"We shan't let you down your Majesty," said Hiccup bowing.

* * *

><p>They soon exited the Palace, escorted by a guard towards the cave that the king wanted clear.<p>

"So, why do you think goblins are attacking the miners?" Merrill asked.

"Any number of reasons, warmth, food, money, truth is a governor attack anyone for any reason, but for them to give the dwarf so much trouble it is unusual," said Hiccup.

"Yeah, goblins aren't the brightest of creatures and they're extremely greedy," said Toothless. "They would kill each other even for a scrap of food."

"Clearly that's not the case now," said Stormfly.

"It could be a cave and has blocked them from their favourite hunting grounds," Hiccup surmised. "Either away we need to get rid of them."

"This is it," said the guard.

"Is anything as you can tell us?" Hiccup asked.

"Only to watch your heads," said the guard.

"Really helpful," Toothless muttered.

* * *

><p>It felt like an hour as they walked through the tunnels, but fortunately the light from the sunstone were lighting the way through the tunnels. The tunnel was big enough for two people, but it was clear that it was only designed to carry minerals outside the mine.<p>

"How on giving your take is to get to the mine?" Merrill asked slightly nervously.

"Come, Child, you should not show fear," said Stormfly.

"To be honest I don't know how far this tunnel leads us," said Hiccup. "Drawers have a tendency for long tunnels and sometimes they reached dead ends."

"We can't be too far from the mine," said Toothless.

He was right, they weren't.

The tunnels soon led them to a large cavern. There were scaffolding's, train tracks and pickaxes scattered around. However, there wasn't any sign of any dwarfs in fact it looks as if no one had been in that mind for a long time.

"The most abandon it because of the goblins," said Hiccup looking slightly troubled. "Which indicated spattered the abandoned and the entire mine."

"Yeah, dwarfs are very territorial and they would fight over even the smallest piece of land," said Toothless looking around.

"What that?" Merrill whimpered.

"What was what, Child?" Stormfly asked.

"I heard something," said Merrill quivering slightly.

Hiccup studied the mine and kept his ears open. Sure enough he could hear the sound of something coming towards them. It was hard to describe, but it sounded like the chatter of bats however he knew very well they weren't bats.

He then looked up and suddenly saw climbing down the walls with goblins. They look like a combination between dwarfs and elves, but with razor sharp teeth. They wore rags over their bodies and were carrying crudely made swords and other sorts of weapons.

"Time to do our job," said Hiccup as he pulled out _Inferno_.

Merrill handbag and watched as Hiccup charge straight through the goblins. It was clear that the goblins were outmatched as Hiccup sliced through their weapons with the greatest of ease. Hiccup then ignited _Inferno_ and at once the goblins fell back fearfully.

"What happened?" Merrill asked Toothless.

Toothless blinked at Merrill. "You mean you don't know?" Merrill shook her head. "Goblins are afraid of fire which is why they spend most of their lives in dark tunnels."

"So, that's why the king asked for Hiccup to come here," said Merrill.

Toothless nodded. "Yes, someone who is able to use fire like Hiccup is ideal to deal with goblins."

"So he really didn't need me," said Merrill slightly disheartened.

"Now, Child, if you wish to prove yourself now is the time," said Stormfly. "You can't just sit back and let Hiccup do all the work."

Merrill watched as Hiccup slaughtered the goblins that came anywhere near him. Then slowly she began to make away towards him, but then she tripped on a stone and fell flat on her face.

"Not what we wanted," said Toothless rubbing his forehead.

Hiccup turned and saw Merrill flat on her face of course the goblins took advantage of this and disarmed him. Then before he could recover a goblin bit hard on his left forearm.

Fortunately his armour protected him from the razor sharp teeth, but barely. He managed to toss the goblin off, but he could see a few spots of blood trailing down his arm. He then looked up and found himself surrounded by goblins.

The goblins then began to punch, kick and bite him and soon he collapsed. Merrill looked up helplessly as she saw the beating Hiccup was taking.

"We got a help him!" Toothless cried.

"Merrill, you're the only one who can save him!" Stormfly yelled.

Merrill looked on and realise that she was right, because if she did not do anything Hiccup would die. She then got to feet and began to take in a deep breath.

"_Sea Dragon's Roar!_" she cried.

Then suddenly a whole burst of water exited from her mouth and slammed into the goblins. Soon they all found themselves being washed away unseen that they were outmatched one by one they began to retreat deep into the tunnels.

She then rushed up towards Hiccup and hovered her hands right over him. At once they began to glow green she began to heal him. In no time at all his wounds began to heal and his eyes opened.

"Nice going," he said smiling. "I knew you had it in you."

Merrill stared at him. "You only pretended to be beaten up?"

Hiccup sat up. "You really think a bunch of goblins could have taken me down. I was simply trying to increase the confidence." He placed a hand on her shoulder. "Merrill, you're stronger than you believe all you lacking is confidence. I was exactly the same."

Merrill looked at him. "You were?"

"Of course I was, I was the only son of Stoick the Vast one of the most powerful Viking on the continent and my magic was pathetic. But in truth it was my confidence that was the problem, but I never gave up and I overcame my confidence problem."

Merrill looked at him and then smiled.

"That's classic Hiccup," said Toothless shaking his head. "He always tries to lead by example."

"But he could have gotten himself killed," said Stormfly.

Toothless just smiled softly. "I think he knew that Merrill would let that happen."

* * *

><p>They soon returned to the palace and were greeted by cheerful King Barkel.<p>

"I see you were successful for driving out the goblins, young Hiccup," he said joyously.

"Actually, you have Merrill to thank for that," said Hiccup gesturing to Merrill, who was hiding behind him.

King Barkel laughed. "Stronger than she looks it would seem." He then snapped his fingers and card marched up with a chest, he opened it up and it was full of gold and jewels. "This is your reward, but tell me did you discover why there were goblins in the mine?"

Hiccup shook his head. "I'm afraid not."

"Oh, well, at least the goblins will think twice before invading our mines now."

* * *

><p>They soon made their way outside and Merrill looked up at Hiccup, who is carrying the chest.<p>

"Did you truly meant what you said?" she asked.

Hiccup looked down at her. "Of course I meant it and King Barkel was right, you are a lot stronger than you look."

Merrill just looked at her hands and wondered if what Hiccup said was true. She then clutched her hands and youth for now on that she would try to be more confident in her abilities.

She then ran up to Hiccup joyfully.


	2. Gildarts

It was a nice peaceful morning at Dragon Tail and Ruby can help but notice how Merrill and Stormfly were setting themselves in nicely in the Guildhall.

"Gotta say, you two are looking right at home in Dragon Tail," she smiled.

"Yeah," said Merrill smiling back.

"Actually, we live in the girls only dorm," said Stormfly plainly.

Merrill looked Ruby curiously. "How come you don't live there too, Ruby?" she asked. "It's really nice and cosy."

"Yeah, well, I didn't find out about it until _after_ I got my place," said Ruby rubbing the back of the head. "Besides, the rent there is like hundred thousand Jewel a month. My apartment is way more affordable and I'm broke."

Merrill and Stormfly laughed.

Suddenly Speedfist rushed inside. "Big news!" he yelled.

Suddenly they heard a loud horn blowing.

"What's up?" Ruby asked confused.

"Sounds like a horn," said Merrill and Stormfly in unison.

Look down at them from the first floor, Hiccup looked down at Toothless.

"That only means one thing," he said.

Inside most of the guild members looked up excitedly.

"Yeah!" Snotlout cried.

"That's awesome," said Ragnar.

"Gildarts is back in town," Hiccup smirked.

"Gildarts is back!" everybody cheered.

"Gildarts?" Ruby blinked. "Who's that? Are they in the guild, I don't think I have even heard of them before."

"He is the strongest Viking in Dragon Tail," said Adelaide.

Ruby stared at her. "Are you serious!" She then looked at Astrid. "I thought Astrid was top dog around here?"

Astrid just smiled. "All modesty aside, I don't even hold a candle to him."

"I bet this guy is the king of breaking stuff then," Ruby moaned.

"You don't know the half of it," said Hiccup as he appeared right next to her.

Ruby then looked the cheering crowd still somewhat confused.

"It's great that he's back in all, but I don't understand why everybody is going totally nuts?"

"Look how happy they all are," said Merrill cheerfully.

"They're certainly more out-of-control than usual," Stormfly agreed.

"It's only natural, that everyone's excited," Adelaide shrugged. "He's been gone quite a while. Five years in fact."

Ruby stared at her. "That's so crazy. So what has he been doing?"

"Well, we have regular job requests and S class quests, above those are SS class quests and above those are called decade quests."

Ruby's eyes widened. "Decade quests?"

"Their job is that no one has been able to complete in less than ten years, hence the name decade quest," Astrid explained. "Actually, Gildarts took on an even higher level job than that. A century quest."

Ruby looked at her. "You've got to be kidding! Who in their right mind would take on a job that would last a hundred years?"

"Him," said Astrid simply.

"Gildarts his one not to hold back and he spent most of his time travelling. In fact the longest he stayed hears about a month," said Hiccup.

"Which is why he didn't help us against _Phantom Lord_," said Astrid.

Out on the town people were beginning to panic.

"Gildarts is back!" a man yelled.

"Everybody better get ready for him!"

Floating over the city were crystal balls spreading the word out about Gildarts' return.

"Prepared to commence Berk Gildarts Shift!" they yelled over the city. "Citizens please take your designated positions immediately!"

Back at the Guildhall, Stormfly was frowning slightly.

"I'm all for festive, but this is just ridiculous," she said.

"They sure are excited," Merrill shrugged.

Ruby were slightly confused. "What the heck is a Berk Gildarts Shift anyway?"

"Step outside and save yourself," said Astrid as she crossed her arms with a slight smile on her face.

Ruby, Merrill and Stormfly followed Astrid advice and looked outside the Guildhall and at once began to panic. For the entire city was moving and shaking uncontrollably.

"Are we having an earthquake?" Stormfly asked.

"Relax, it's quite normal," said Hiccup, who appeared right beside them.

His designation of normal was slightly strange, because the buildings were moving apart from one another until there was a straight line right across the city to the Guildhall.

"Berk just split in two!" Ruby gasped.

"A precautionary measure for Gildarts Crash Magic," said Astrid.

"As soon as he destroyed everything that he touches it's much better for everyone if he stays clear of their homes and businesses," Adelaide explained.

"Hey, Gildarts has a habit of walking in a straight line," said Hiccup shaking his head.

"You mean he walks right through them!" Ruby yelled in bewilderment. "You mollified the entire town just because he's clumsy!"

"Wow, he sounds amazing," said Merrill in awe.

"Yes, amazingly stupid," Stormfly said under her breath.

Everyone stood at the door as they watched a figure heading straight towards the Guildhall. He was wrapped in a brown cloak, but you couldn't mistake in his muscular body. His face was battle hardened as if he saw every single war a manageable with his long blonde hair rolling down his back.

"Welcome home," said Adelaide smiling.

Ruby stared at him as he approached Adelaide. "He's the most powerful guy in the guild?"

"Uh, sorry, to bother you miss, but I'm looking for a guild that used to be around these parts, called Dragon Tail," he said to Adelaide.

"This is it," she said. "Remember me, Adelaide?"

Gildarts stare at her. "Adelaide? Wow, you sure have grown up a lot little girl." He then looked around the Guildhall. "And did you change some stuff around the Guildhall, too?"

"He didn't notice that outside?" Ruby asked in bewilderment.

"A lot is happening the last five years," said Hiccup.

Gildarts looked at Hiccup slightly dumbfounded. "Hiccup? Is that you?"

"Sure is," said Hiccup smiling.

"You certainly grown up a lot as has your reputation, Night Fury," he smirked.

Hiccup blinked. "You heard about that?"

"I heard a few things well on the road," Gildarts shrugged.

"It's nice to see he hasn't changed," said Ragnar crossing his arms.

Gildarts looked at all the members that are gathered around. "I see a couple of new faces around here, too. A lot has happened while was gone."

"Gildarts!" Stoick called from the bar.

"Ah, Stoick, nice to see you're still in shape," said Gildarts as he approached him.

"How do the job go?"

Gildarts was silent for a moment and laughed as he rubbed the back of his head. Stoick sighed taking a wild guess from his reaction.

"No good," he said. "Way too much for me."

Everyone stared at him dumbfounded.

"No way!" Ruffnut cried.

"That's Gildarts!" Tuffnut gasped.

"He failed," said Snotlout slightly crestfallen.

"He's joking, right," said Tuffnut.

"I can't believe he just gave up like that," said Ragnar.

"I've never known him to fail a job," said Hiccup in bewilderment.

Ruby couldn't help but think about the century quest and wondered how strong it must have been for the strongest member and Dragon Tail. She began to wonder what it took to actually complete the quest.

Astrid, however, could read her mind. "I know what you're thinking over there and you should stop. There's no way!"

"Oh, I wouldn't think of anything at all," said Ruby fearfully.

Stoick crossed his arms and looked at Gildarts quite solemn. "I see, the job was too tough."

"Forgive me, for bringing shame to the guild," said Gildarts shamefully.

"No," said Stoick shaking his head. "You've only brought yourself back in one piece. That's no small feat in itself, as far as I know you're the only one who has made the journey home alive."

"Thanks chief," said Gildarts as he walked away. "Now I need to get back home and start actually feeling alive. Rest my weary bones." He then came to a stop and looked at Hiccup. "Oh, Hiccup, stop by later. I've brought something back for ya."

Hiccup frowned.

"Well, I'm out of here you guys," said Gildarts. He then headed straight towards the wall and a second later it shattered into a million pieces. The newest member of the Guild's just stared in awe while everyone else groaned.

"I was afraid of that," said Adelaide.

"You could use the front door you know!" Speedfist yelled.

Hiccup crossed his arms. "Wonder what he's got for me."

"Good question," said Astrid. "I didn't see him with a package or anything."

Hiccup shrugged. "I better go find out what it is, you coming, bud?"

"Sure am," said Toothless as he flew after Hiccup.

Ruby looked at Astrid. "Are Gildarts and Hiccup especially close or something?"

"You could say that," said Astrid. "He may be a completely different level than Hiccup, but they been pretty good friends as long as they've known each other."

"Oh yeah? But has gone out on quests most of the time?"

"True, but you forgetting that Hiccup was partly raised in the guild he knows every single member in the guild since he was a baby. He was a sort of mental to in fact it was him that suggested that Hiccup should take that five year long journey."

* * *

><p>Astrid then began to remember five years ago, she, Hiccup and Ragnar had just returned from a job.<p>

"Well, then went well," said Hiccup as they walk through the forest.

"Yeah, it could have a lot worse," said Ragnar.

"Worse? You and Astrid nearly destroyed an entire village," Hiccup pointed out.

"_Nearly?_" Astrid pointed out. "If Snotlout and the twins took the job there just be a pile of rubble."

"She's got a point," said Ragnar.

* * *

><p>They soon found their way back into the Guildhall where Stoick was waiting for them.<p>

"Ah, I see you are successful and in end up destroying an entire village," said Stoick.

"One time, one time and they don't let you forget it," Ragnar grumbled.

"Yeah, in fairness dad that time it was a giant attacking them in a lot more harder to put down than orcs," Hiccup reminded.

"Fair enough, son," said Stoick. "Anyway, the mayor was quite pleased and at least I don't have to file more people work for the council and like Snotlout and his team."

Hiccup groaned. "What do they do this time?"

Stoick rubbed his forehead. "Destroyed half a town including the mayor's office?"

"At least it wasn't the whole town," said Ragnar.

"The council is still on my back about this," Stoick grumbled. "Anyway, you three better go and enjoy yourselves."

* * *

><p>Hiccup decided to do a bit of fishing in the forest.<p>

"Is this what you do for fun?" said a voice.

Hiccup turned and was quite surprised to find Astrid, who, unsurprisingly, had her axe in her hand.

"Sometimes things the guild or a bit hectic for me," Hiccup shrugged and concentrated back on his fishing. "I enjoyed out here, the peace and quiet."

"Me too, but I spend most of my time training," Astrid shrugged.

"Somehow that doesn't surprise me."

Suddenly felt a tug on his pole. "I've got a bite!" He pulled with all his might and, ironically, caught a haddock.

"Whoa," Astrid stared. "That's a big one."

Hiccup looked her into the haddock. "Care for dinner?"

In no time at all he was cooking the haddock for their dinner. The two of them ate in silence, both of them feeling quite awkward with one another.

"So, nice evening," said Hiccup, who cursed himself the moment the words escaped his lips.

"It is," said Astrid.

Hiccup sighed. "I don't know why you want me on your team?"

"It's not _my_ team it's _ours_ and I trust you," said Astrid.

"But you and Ragnar do all the work, and just stuck on the sidelines," Hiccup sighed.

"So that we don't go overboard and destroy an entire village," Astrid pointed out. "Don't forget if it weren't for you we probably would destroy that village."

"Yeah, but am the weakest member in the guild I can barely create a spark let alone a fireball," Hiccup moaned resting his head on his hands.

"Hiccup, you're a lot stronger than you believe," Astrid assured. "I mean, never once have you given up and that's what I like about you."

Hiccup looked at her, he still didn't know much about Astrid's past and he didn't wish to pry into it. Still, he couldn't help but think that something that must've happened to her especially in the state he found her in three years ago.

"Come on, we better get back to the guild, said Astrid picking herself up.

* * *

><p>It was dark when they walk through the woods and the mist was quite thick that they could barely see their hands in front of their faces.<p>

"It suddenly got dark all of a sudden," said Hiccup.

"Yeah, but were two members of the Dragon Tail guild I very much doubt will get into any trouble," said Astrid.

Of course, she was wrong, a few seconds later something hard-hit against Hiccup's face and he was sent flying into a tree.

He looked up, slightly dazed, and can make the brief outline of Astrid being surrounded by tall dark figures. It took a moment to realise that they were orcs.

"Hiccup!" Astrid yelled.

Hiccup saw that an orc had Astrid and arm lock. No doubt they caught by surprise before she could _requip_ into something defend them off.

"Quite the catch," said one orc.

"What shall we do the other one?"

"Kill him!" said the orc leader.

"Hiccup!" Astrid yelled frantically.

"Get your hands off her," said Hiccup as he slowly got to his feet.

The orcs laughed.

"The thing is a good fight!"

"Maybe we shouldn't keep them and have around to make us laugh!"

"Kill them already grow tired of him," said orc leader.

The orcs then made their way towards him and Hiccup knew he would not stand a chance against them. He thought that would be the end of him, but then suddenly the orcs at advance towards him were blown away by something powerful.

Hiccup looked up and saw Gildarts standing right in front of him. Apparently he just landed on the ground with a mighty thud that blew the orcs away.

"You really are a nasty stupid scum, aren't you?" he said.

"It's Gildarts!" Hiccup cheered.

"Who are you calling names human!" growled the orc leader.

Orc leader then charged and pulled out a massive greatsword and slammed it down on top of Gildarts. However, he did not move and simply extended his hand out and the swords shattered into a million pieces.

"Let me explain how this thing is going to go from here," said Gildarts smirking slightly. "Your gonna release the girl, turn around and walk away."

"We hear you loud and clear!" said the orc leader.

At once the orcs released Astrid and ran as fast as they can away from Gildarts.

"I could have taken them," Astrid grunted.

"Sure you could, but I did want to hurt their feelings that they got beaten by a girl," Gildarts joked. He then looked at Hiccup, who was still clutching his arm painfully. "You all right, Hiccup?"

"I'm fine," Hiccup assured. "Just my pride a little hurt."

Gildarts chuckled. "You've grown out to be quite the man, Hiccup." Hiccup looked up unsure how he became a man after that little display. "There's a whole lot more about being a Viking then just having magical power. About having guts and standing up for those who can't help themselves no matter what the odds may be, and you've got guts."

Hiccup was speechless and then Astrid punched him on the arm. "Ow!"

"That's what I've been telling you all along," said Astrid crossing her arms.

"Seriously, is it always going to be like this, because—" Hiccup moaned. He then stopped when Astrid kissed him on the cheek. He blushed slightly as he looked at her. "I could get used to it."

Gildarts just smiled.

* * *

><p>The next morning, Hiccup and Gildarts were playing a little game of catch while Astrid and Ragnar watched. The thing was Gildarts had a tendency of throwing the ball quite hard and every time Hiccup quartered he had to shake his hand to none the pain.<p>

"Still having problems with your magic you," said Gildarts as he tossed the ball to Hiccup.

"Yeah, I can barely produce a spark," said Hiccup wincing as he caught the ball.

"The maybe you need to find a different style," Gildarts advised.

"That's the problem, I've been trying, but none of the Fire Magic styles seem to suit me."

"The maybe instead of looking in a book, perhaps you should find a true master." Hiccup looked up. "I suggest that you go on a bit of a journey, smell the flowers, be one with nature. I'm sure you'll find what you're looking for."

Ragnar looked at Astrid. "What do you think?"

"I think he's right," said Astrid. "Hiccup has spent the guild longer than us is yet to reach his full potential. I think a change of scenery would do in the world of good."

* * *

><p>Back in the present, Hiccup and Toothless were making their way over to Gildarts house.<p>

"I wonder what he's got," Hiccup wondered.

"I've got to say I'm interested to," said Toothless.

Hiccup and open the door of Gildarts house and entered. They found him sitting in a chair next to a fire.

"Hey!" he said.

"Nice to meet you," said Toothless.

Gildarts blinked at Toothless. "Since when do you have a talking and flying cat?"

"It's a long story," said Hiccup.

"I don't doubt it," said Gildarts.

"So? Why did you want did you want to show me?" Hiccup asked.

"I'll tell you in a minute, but first how you and Astrid doing?" he asked with a raised eyebrow.

Hiccup stared at him. "Oh, you know about that."

"Please, the two of you are following for each other the moment you met," Gildarts chuckled. "I'm just surprised it took you this wrong. So tell me how you finally admit your feelings to one another?"

"Let's say it was a bit hectic and a long story," said Hiccup rubbing the back of his head awkwardly.

"Can't wait to hear it," said Gildarts leaning back in his chair.

"First, what you want to show me?" Hiccup asked crossing his arms.

Gildarts face then suddenly turned grim. "While I was gone, I met a dragon." Hiccup's eyes widened. "I heard the dragons disappeared two years ago and since you yourself are a Dragon-Slayer I figured you should know. I doubt it's the one who taught you it was a Bewilderbeast."

"They're one of the rarest dragons of them all, even when they were around," said Hiccup stunned. "It was said that they could control other dragons and that its icy breath came from Niflheim itself." He then looked at Gildarts. "Where was it?"

"Sacred Mountain Zoner, he's the real reason why I failed in my quest."

"I take it from your grim expression that there's more to it," said Hiccup.

"Yes," Gildarts got up and removed his cloak. Hiccup and Toothless gasped in horror, one of his arms and legs was replaced with a prosthetic and he was wearing bandages over his waist. "It was over before I knew what hit me. It ripped off my arm and my leg, then it gutted me. Your master may be a different kind of creature, but I'm telling you this Bewilderbeast is no friend to anyone. There's not a man that can beat him."

"And hopefully a Dragon-Slayer can," said Hiccup as he left.

"Hold on!" Toothless yelled as he followed.

"Hey, cat," said Gildarts and Toothless stopped in mid-air. "Better make sure you have his back all right. There may not be a man out there that can beat that thing, but may be a Dragon can. There is hope for Hiccup."

* * *

><p>It was evening and Stoick was outside on the balcony looking towards the sunset.<p>

"There are now three Dragon-Slayers in this guild, Valka," he said. "I had hoped that you would be here to guide them on the path, but alas we are where we are. It's just as Gothi foretold, we are standing on the cusp of a new era."


	3. Midgard

It a nice peaceful morning in Berk and a couple approach the gift shop just outside the Dragon Tail Guild. Mulch and Bucket were manning the store like always.

"Do you have any Eret figures left do you?" the man asked.

"It's nice to see some diehard fans to support our Vikings," said Mulch as he pulled out an Eret figurine onto the desk. "And you got here just in time, too. This is my last one."

The woman examined it and noticed a pedestal with an empty slot. "Wow, there's even a stand for cat in case he gets one."

"Man, you guys think of everything," said her boyfriend.

Mulch looked to the figurines of Hiccup and Merrill who had their feline friend standing next to them. "Well, we figured it was a trend so we designed with the future in mind."

"I like cats, can I get a cat?" Bucket asked.

* * *

><p>Meanwhile in the Guildhall a few of the members were cheering quite loudly.<p>

"Jeez, calm down!" Agatha yelled furiously. "It's barely past noon."

"That's very funny, Agatha," said Gobber. "Can't remember the last time you didn't start boozing after lunch."

"A difficult you did to your stomach in must be made of iron," said Spitelout.

"I can hold my liquor!" Agatha snapped turning on them. "When was the last time I got trashed and acted like a maniac?"

"Yeah, right, you've got a good point," the two of them said as Agatha took a drink.

Fishlegs to found the yelling quite annoying as he looked down at the books in front of him.

"Come on, I didn't think this would be this hard," he muttered.

"Hey, what are you reading their?" Ingrid asked as she and Helga appeared.

"Oh, the book of poems written in ancient elven," he said simply.

Ingrid and Helga stared at him.

"You say like that's the easiest thing in the world," said Helga dumbfounded. "Are you seriously reading that thing?"

Fishlegs looked at them. "It's difficult, but I can understand most of it."

The two of them just stared at him dumbfounded.

Ruby was sitting next to Merrill, who would been very quiet.

"Why are you so fascinated with February seconded two years ago?" Ruby asked curiously.

"It's because that's the day the dragons that trained me and Hiccup both disappeared, so I guess it's always on my mind," she shrugged.

"I wonder what happened, because according to Hiccup apparently Eret's dragon, Metalicana, disappeared that very same day."

"Do you have any thoughts on the matter?" Stormfly asked placing a cup of tea down.

"Maybe they all went on a dragon picnic?" Ruby shrugged.

"An interesting idea, I actually never thought that one before," said Merrill. She then frowned. "Then again now that you mention it I've always been afraid they'll just decided to abandon us. If that's the case when you think they've been hiding all this time?"

"It's not like a dragon will be hard to find," said Toothless as he floated down onto the table. "I mean they are quite big."

Stromfly scolded him. "No one asked you?"

"Hey, I'm only joining the conversation," said Toothless crossing his paws.

"And no one asked you to join!" she yelled at him. She then jumped off the table and walked off. "I don't have time to waste on someone so annoying."

"Hold on a minute Stormfly," said Merrill.

Stormfly just huffed and continue to walk off.

"She's never been friendly, now is down right harsh," said Ruby. She looked down at Toothless. "You're right little guy?"

"I'm fine," said Toothless though he was clearly hurt.

Merrill jumped of the table ran after Stormfly. "What's your problem? Why were you so mean to Toothless?"

Stormfly didn't say anything in fact she was just thinking on how annoying an England they all were.

"Something is definitely up," said Toothless and he went after her.

"You know, it's like that Stormfly treats Toothless the worst out of everyone," Ruby noted. She looked at Merrill. "You have any idea why?"

"Trust me, I wish I knew," said Merrill.

* * *

><p>Toothless finally managed to catch up with Stormfly.<p>

"Okay, what is it?" Toothless asked.

"What's what?" Stormfly asked.

"What did I do that made you so mad?" Toothless asked.

"It's more complex than you think," said Stormfly crossing her paws.

"Then how about you explain it?"

"You know, you can't protect Hiccup," she said turning her back on him.

Toothless just stared at her.

Stormfly then looked up into the sky and saw storm clouds covering the sun. "However, I will protect Merrill. I must, she's the only thing that matters to me."

She then walked off and Toothless followed her determined to have his questions answered.

"Hang on, me and Hiccup are best friends just like the two of you and I protected him just as many times as he saved me."

Stormfly came to a stop and said, without looking at him, "You may believe that," She then turned to look at him, "but you simply can't and do you know who you are."

Toothless standard her confused and watched as she walked off. She meant by finding out _who he was? _He already knew who he was, but now he wasn't so certain. He just watch as she walked off and turned to find Eret staring down at him.

"What are you looking at?" Toothless asked.

"None of your business," said Eret walking off.

* * *

><p>It was now raining heavily and there was some eerie feel to it as if something bad was going to happen soon. Merrill had left the Guildhall in search for Stormfly.<p>

"Stormfly!" she yelled. "Stormfly! Where are you?"

She then spotted Stormfly in the distance and automatically ran up towards.

"I've been looking all over for you," she said.

Stormfly sighed. "Oh, Merrill, you're going to catch cold been out of this mess without an umbrella."

Merrill bent down. "Same goes for you."

The two of them looked at one another with firmed stairs.

"Stromfly, why are you so mean to Toothless and the rest of them after all they done for us?" Merrill asked. "Could you at least try to be a little bit nicer to everyone?"

Stormfly huffed and crossed her paws. "I don't see the need for it." Merrill groaned. She then looked up at. "As long as I am with you there just complications."

"Jeez, I don't understand you sometimes," said Merrill.

Then suddenly they heard footsteps and saw a cloaked figure heading towards them. It was Mystogan, but this was the first time the two of them had seen him.

"Who is this?" Stormfly asked curiously.

"Hello, Merrill," he said.

Merrill's eyes widened as she recognised his voice. "Wait… I know that voice."

Stormfly just stared realising who it was.

"I never considered the chance he would join this guild," said Mystogan as he removed his mask. The two of them just stared dumbfounded as they stared at the face of Jellal.

"Jellal? It's you!" Merrill gasped.

"Impossible, I saw you be taken into custody myself," said Stormfly.

"The man arrested in the Nirvana incident wasn't to me," said Mystogan.

"What?" Merrill gasped.

"Then how do you explain your uncanny resemblance?" Stormfly asked.

"My name is Mystogan of Dragon Tail," said Mystogan. He then looked down at Merrill. "When we first met… seven years ago… I was unfamiliar with the ways of this world, I told you my name was Jellal."

Merrill and Stormfly's eyes widened.

"You mean—" Merrill stared has she realise that the man in front of him was the boy she met seven years ago and he nodded and tears ran down her cheek. "You're my Jellal. I was afraid that you had forgotten all about me. I can't believe you really here. I missed you, I wish I disobeyed and kept following you back then."

Mystogan held his head down in shame. "And I wish I had been able to let you follow me." Merrill kept on crying and he felt even more guilty. "I'm sorry, but we don't have time for tearful reunion right now."

Merrill and Stormfly stared at him.

"Do as I say—" He then toppled over as if he was exhausted. "—you must leave the city as quickly as you can." He then fell over.

"Jellal!" Merrill yelled.

"I was unable to complete my mission," he said.

He then looked up at the clouds and saw them swirling around and remembered how this phenomena had happened seven years ago when he ordered Merrill to leave. However unlike last time it had grown ten times the size and was now big enough to swallow the entire city.

Merrill and Stormfly studied him wondering what was wrong. "The Anima has grown much too large and now it is impossible for me to contain it on my own. Very soon, Berk will cease to exist."

Merrill stared at him horrified. "No, it cannot just vanish," she said. "There has to be something we can do."

"I'm sorry, Merrill, but the city's destruction is an avoidable," Mystogan said closing his eyes. "You need to evacuate, right now."

"What about everyone in the Guild?" Merrill asked. Mystogan didn't answer, but answered the question for her. "What's going to happen to them? Tell me!"

* * *

><p>Unaware of the danger, the Dragon Tail members were just staring at the downpour outside.<p>

"Jeez, looks like than be stuck for while," said Ruby.

"Yep," Agatha agreed.

"I hope you don't think I courses," said Heather.

"Bad weather just happens," Ragnar shrugged.

"True, but I've never seen it this bad," said Hiccup looking at the rain.

"What's it matter it's just rain?" Snotlout grunted.

However, Hiccup had a bad feeling that something awful was about to happen.

* * *

><p>Meanwhile, Merrill was refusing to leave until Mystogan gave her a straight answer.<p>

"Please, I won't leave until you tell me!" Merrill begged.

Mystogan didn't even look at her. "Very soon… all of them will perish."

Merrill then ran off in the direction of the Guildhall.

"No Merrill!" Stormfly yelled.

Merrill stopped and looked at them. "Someone's got a warn them."

"There's no time for that," said Mystogan. "You need to get a safety immediately."

"I would never abandon my friends," Merrill said spitefully. She then turned and looked at him. "I have a home again. And if it's going to vanish I'm going with it!"

She then ran off towards the Guildhall as fast as her legs could carrier.

Mystogan looked down at Stormfly. "And what about you? I don't suppose you can convince her."

He then winced in pain and Stormfly looked at him. "I honestly don't know."

She then ran off after Merrill in the hopes to convince to leave.

* * *

><p>Back at the Guildhall, things are looking a bit lively. Hiccup and Ragnar were playing a game called Maces and Talons.<p>

"You know you can concede any time you want," said Hiccup as he moved one of his pieces along the board.

"I could say the same to you," said Ragnar cool as he did the same with one of his pieces.

Heather was watching the game with great interest. "You know I've never anyone like them before," she said Agatha, who was busy drinking as usual.

"How so?" she asked.

"I mean Hiccup moves his pieces in a way that both protects his pieces and surprises enemy and when he loses a piece Ragnar always remained quite cool under pressure."

The twins meanwhile were busy playing one of their practical jokes on Fishlegs which involved a whoopy cushion and itching powder.

"Guys, and busy reading a book about Elven lore," said Fishlegs as he scratched himself uncontrollably.

"Boring!" said Ruffnut.

"Yeah, who in their right mind would read when good pranking is an option," said Tuffnut.

"I like to see prank me, I'm way too smart for that," said Snotlout smugly right up to the point where we stepped in a lasso trap and was now extending upside-down from his heel.

"Lokied!" the twins yelled.

"I expect to see the Guildhall in tact when I return," said Stoick as he placed a coat and made his way towards the door.

"Wait, you're actually going into that typhoon, sir," Ruby blinks. "What for?"

"Oh, I'm just heading to the temple I'll be back soon," he said.

They watched him leave the Guildhall and Ruby looked at Gobber.

"Do you have any idea why Stoick would suddenly visit the temple in this storm?" she asked.

"Aye, lass, this would be the day that Valka disappeared," said Gobber grimly.

"Wait… Hiccup's mum?" she blinked. "Then how come he isn't going with him?"

"Well, you never really knew his mother while Stoick spent about twenty years with the lass," Gobber shrugged. "The memory is a lot more painful to him than to young Hiccup."

"Can't even imagine not even known your own mother," said Ruby looking at Hiccup, who was still playing against Ragnar.

Hiccup looked at Ragnar curiously. "So was going on between you and Heather?"

"What you mean?" he asked puzzled.

"Come on, I know that you have a crush on one another I'm just wondering how come you haven't acted on it," he said.

"You're one to talk, you've had a crush on Astrid for eight years," Ragnar pointed out.

"Yes, but the differences Heather won't break your arm if you look at her wrong."

Ragnar opened his mouth and close it again. "Good point. Anyway, and your question I just not sure what to say."

"Well, you could say do you fancy going out with me," Hiccup offered.

"I think about it," said Ragnar. "Oh and one more thing, you've lost."

Astrid took a seat next to Ruby, who was slouching on the table.

"What's the matter?" she asked.

"I just wish that something interesting would happen," she groaned.

"Be careful what you wish for," said Astrid.

* * *

><p>Merrill saw the Guildhall insight and ran as fast as she could towards it, but ended up tripping over her own feet. She pulled herself up and then noticed the clouds above were circling in a threatening sort of way.<p>

She looked at them closely and saw a light flash within its maelstrom and realise what that meant. She continued running towards the Guildhall in the hopes to warn every one of the coming danger.

However, she was too late, lining began to shoot from the maelstrom and the entire town began to shake. Then one by one the buildings began to disintegrate.

"It's the Anima," said Mystogan.

Merrill ran even faster towards the Guildhall.

"Get out!" she yelled at the top of her voice. "Something bad is happening! You have to leave the—"

Then suddenly the entire Guildhall began to walk and vanished into thin air. Dust covered everything making it impossible for Merrill to see anything beyond it and it was followed by a huge explosion that knocked off her feet.

* * *

><p>When Merrill came to, she found herself lying a large pile of dust. She pulled herself up discovered that she was now in a wasteland that used to be Berk. Everything was gone, the buildings, even the people had vanished and she was all alone again.<p>

"The Guildhall, it's gone," she gasped. "And the city, all with it. Where did it go? H-How could a city just vanished like that?"

She looked around frantically for any sign of life praying to _Tarbal _that she wasn't alone.

"Is anybody out there!" she yelled at the top of her voice. "Answer me!"

She heard nothing and then fell to his knees crying. "No… their gone." She looked at her hands. "I'm all alone. Why am I the only one who gets left behind? Is there some law in the world that I can't have a home or family? Does it have to always be this way?"

Then suddenly she saw an arm shooting out of the ground and seconds later Hiccup emerged out of the dust looking extremely confused.

"What happened?" he asked.

"Hiccup?" Merrill gasped.

"Merrill?" Hiccup blinked. "What's going on?"

Merrill's eyes began to water as relief filled her body. She wasn't alone which relieved her greatly.

"Hiccup, do you have any idea what is happening?" she asked.

Hiccup pulled himself out of the rubble and dusted himself off. "I was hoping you could tell me."

"This is all that's left," she said.

"Come again?"

"A giant hole opened up in the sky and the Guildhall, the town and everyone else got sucked into it. I haven't seen anyone, I'm afraid you and I are the only ones who made it out alive," she cried.

Hiccup then pulled into a hug. "It's all right, I'm here for you and don't you worry will find out what has happened and make sure everyone returns safely. I promise."

Merrill looked up at him and nodded. "But why were we spared?" she asked.

"Well, the only thing that we have in common is that we're Dragon Slayer is," said Hiccup pulling away from her.

"That's exactly why," said a voice.

They turned and saw Stormfly flying towards them.

"Stormfly!" Merrill gasped with relief. "You're safe! I thought I lost you."

"In fact, you were lucky that you were Dragon Slayer or you would have suffered the same fate as the others," said Stormfly ignoring Merrill's previous comment. "Not that I care, all that matters to me is that you're alive."

"Stormfly," Merrill gasped in horror.

"I've had enough," said Hiccup marching towards. "I am sick with your attitude. I don't see why you're so hostile to everyone except for Merrill, especially when we gave you no cause."

"At the moment my attitude is not what should concern you," said Stormfly looking up at the clouds. "What should is the fact that the Anima took everyone and now they are lost."

"Anima?" Merrill gasped remembering that was what Mystogan had called the maelstrom.

"The giant hole in the sky? It's actually the gateway to Edolas… the world on the other side."

"Edolas?" Merrill frowned.

"And how do you know of this and how come you haven't then taken by the storm?" Hiccup asked.

Before Stormfly could answer, Toothless appeared flying towards them frantically.

"What's going on?" he asked in shock. "Everything's disappeared!"

"Toothless," said Hiccup with relief.

"I'm so glad you're okay," said Merrill.

"The reason why I appear so unformed about Edolas… it because I'm from there," said Stormfly as if nothing had happened. Everyone stared at her and then she looked at Toothless. "As is the one you call Toothless."

Toothless eyes widened.

"Wait, you can't be serious," said Merrill.

Everyone just stood there in silence or in Toothless and Stormfly's case floated in silence.

"I'm sorry, child, but it's true," said Stormfly sympathetically. "The tomcat and I are to be blamed for this atrocity."

Toothless was specious beyond comprehension.


	4. Edolas

Hiccup and Merrill were still standing in the wasteland that used to be Berk. The two of them were quite stand with what Stormfly had said.

"Edolas?" Hiccup blinked.

"That's correct," Stormfly nodded. "A world that exists independently from the one we know. And unfortunately a world that began to lose its magic."

"The running out of magic there," said Merrill.

"You mean by that?" Hiccup asked.

"How is that even possible?" Toothless frowned.

"Unlike here, in Edolas magic is a finite resource, without limits of its use it will one day disappear for ever," Stormfly explained. "In an attempt to restore their rapidly diminishing magic power reserves the king of Edolas developed a spell that would absorb it from another world. Our world. It is as a powerful spell indeed, he called it Anima. That is what opened the hole in the sky."

"So… that's it," said Merrill realising why Mystogan abandoned her all those years ago.

"Six years ago they began setting up Anima vortices all along the barrier between our worlds'. That the experiment did not go as they planned. It seems as if someone had made it their goal to close them, one by one."

Stormfly crossed her paws. She had her suspicions when Merrill told her what happened with Jella, however the story made more sense if he was actually Mystogan. It was clear that he was the one that had closed the Anima.

She then continued. "But this Anima was simply too large, no one was strong enough to close it. And verse the guild and everything surrounding it was absorbed."

"Why did they go after Dragon Tail?" Hiccup frowned.

"I told you, to provide more magic power to those in Edolas."

"So they chose Dragon Tail, because it has a lot of top-class Vikings? Because there was more power to take?" Merrill gasped.

"That's correct," Stormfly nodded.

"I don't believe it, I've never seen anything so selfish in all my life," said Hiccup.

Toothless had been silent for quite a while trying to process this information. He then looked up at Stormfly. "You're sure about this, Stormfly?" he asked. "This happened because of you and me? It's our fault?"

"Indirectly, yes," Stormfly nodded.

"What you mean _indirectly_?"

"The King interested us to complete another mission entirely, something that was totally independent from the one involving Anima and magic absorption."

Toothless eyes widened.

"But that doesn't make sense," said Merrill confused. "How can I be true when you were born in this world? You are hatched out of an egg."

"Same with Toothless, I was the one who found him," said Hiccup.

Stormfly nodded. "Indeed we were. To be perfectly honest, I myself have never personally set foot in Edolas." Everyone looked up. "I was born in this world and I spent my entire life here. It's exactly as Merrill said, but we were in printed with this knowledge.

"The details of our mission of Edolas are part of what makes up a very being. He and I were born to carry out this mission, for our kingdom. So why…" She then looked at Toothless. "So why don't you know the first thing about it?"

Everyone looked at Toothless, who himself was confused.

"I don't know," said Toothless.

Stormfly huffed and turned her back on him. "Anyway, that's what I meant by indirectly. The Anima that did this originated from our homeland. So, that's why were partially to be blamed."

"And… what is the mission that you're on, Stormfly?" Merrill asked worriedly.

She closed her eyes. "I can't tell you. I'm sorry."

"Please, tell us," Toothless begged. "I want to know more about where I came from and why I'm here."

"I said I can't tell you and that's final!" she snapped. "You know it, but you don't remember."

Toothless ears drooped.

Hiccup took a deep breath. "Okay, guys, listen… now the cat has been let out of the bag we should head out," he said. "We've got to get to Edolas."

Stormfly turned on him. "Have you lost your mind? Do you have any idea what's going on here?"

Merrill stared at Hiccup. "Mean it?"

"Oh, he does," Toothless smiled.

Hiccup then looked up at Anima overhead. "Listen, if all of our friends are up in Edolas then we've got no choice but to go and help them out."

"Are they really there?" Merrill asked.

"I would assume so," said Stormfly. "But even if we find them, I'm not entirely sure we can save them and what's more if we can in fact reach Edolas I can't guarantee that we'll be able to return here."

"Personally, if none of our friends are here what would the point be about coming back here, well except for maybe looking for Ingeel anyway," said Hiccup.

"I feel the same," said Merrill.

"We should at least try to say for them," said Toothless. "They would have done for us."

Stormfly shook her head and looked them. "I may have only recently stumbled into a member of Dragon Tail, but I am indeed a part of the guild. And like I said I'm indirectly responsible for what happened today so not completely against taking you there, but if I am to do this I need to lay down some very firm ground rules.

"Returning to Edolas I will be abandoning my mission, one handed down by the kingdom itself, a traitor, I cannot be risk being spotted by anyone who would know my identity. We will all need to be in disguise."

"Are you sure you want to do this Stormfly?" Merrill asked.

"I am. I've made up my mind." said Stormfly. She then looked at Toothless. "And listen tomcat, another rule is that you're not to pry into the details of our mission."

"All right," said Toothless.

"Thirdly, the side for the information I was given at birth I know nothing about the layout of Edolas. I cannot be the navigator."

"All right," said Hiccup.

"And most importantly should I or the tomcat do anything that institutes a betrayal towards you… kill us without hesitation."

They all stared at her.

"But that's crazy," said Toothless. "I would never do anything to—"

"Do we have a deal or not!" Stormfly asked.

Hiccup and Merrill looked at each other and though they did not like it they knew they had no choice in the knowledge one another.

Stormfly then summoned her wings. "Let's go," she said as she flew upwards. "Tomcat hold onto Hiccup."

"I take it with fly there," said Toothless.

"We have wings for that reason, so we could one day return to our homeland in Edolas," Stormfly explained.

"Looks like were heading out," said Hiccup.

"Right," said Toothless, though it was clear that he was still troubled.

Moments later, both he and Stormfly had grabbed hold of Hiccup and Merrill were now flying up towards the Anima.

"Tomcat, don't hold back your magic power!" Stormfly yelled.

"Right," said Toothless.

The two of them then increased speed causing both Hiccup and Merrill to scream.

"We'll enter Edolas through what remains of the Anima… when I give the signal give it everything you've got!" Stormfly yelled.

They kept on increasing the speed of they headed deeper into the Anima. Lightning was shooting out in all directions and it was hard enough trying to avoid it and keep and at the same speed.

Both Hiccup and Merrill were having a hard time withstanding the speed they were going at and if they were dragon slayers they would probably have blacked out already.

"Now!" Stormfly yelled.

The two of them then began to glow and they zoomed straight into the Anima at a blinding light speed. All four of them were blinded by the light that surrounded them forcing them to close their eyes.

* * *

><p>Hiccup managed to open his eyes. "I'll be there yet?" he asked blinking several times to adjust his eyes.<p>

He soon realised that they were there, because he found himself in an unknown place and it was marvellous. There were floating islands everywhere with water running down them and told mountains surrounded by forests. On the ground he could see a large forest directly below them and it looked as if it covered the entire land.

"Where actually here," said Stormfly in awe as she looked around at their surroundings. "We made it."

"My roots, my home," Toothless gasped.

"Look at all these floating islands," said Merrill in wonder.

"I have to say, you come from a pretty cool place, bud, don't you think?" said Hiccup.

"I don't really know what to think," said Toothless.

"It's so strange," said Stormfly as she watched some birdlike fish flying past. She then looked down at the trees and plans which were unusually shaped. "And wondrous."

"I've never even seen trees like these," said Merrill.

"Whoa, look up ahead," Hiccup gasped. He had just found a river floating in midair with fish jumping out of it. "As a river in the sky. Can you believe it?"

"Okay, everyone get a grip on themselves, remember were not here on a sightseeing trip," Stormfly reminded. "So, be sure to keep your wits about you."

Merrill smiled. "I know, you're right."

"Okay, you've made your point," said Hiccup.

Then suddenly Toothless and Stormfly's wings vanished and they found themselves falling. Fortunately they had quite a soft landed as they fell through unusual plants I was shaped like balloons.

"My wings don't work," Toothless groaned.

"How come you can't fly anymore?" Merrill asked slightly winded.

"I told you, magic is a limited resource in this world," Stormfly reminded.

"Oh yeah, Stormfly, you're right," said Merrill. "And I guess I do feel a little strange."

"As do I, but we need to still try and find the others," said Hiccup.

* * *

><p>They soon managed to lower themselves down off the plans and were now walking through the woods, but they had absolutely no idea where to go.<p>

"How we find them if no one knows their way around?" Toothless asked.

"He's right, everything smells differently around here," said Hiccup as he sniffed the air. "There's too many new smells here that I'm confused."

Merrill began to taste the water in the air. "Yeah, it's weird, the water in this place is like nothing like I have a taste before."

"We don't even know what we can eat here," said Toothless.

"Well, there has to be something eatable around here," said Hiccup.

"Another about food," said Stormfly indignantly.

"So, where are we going anyway?" Merrill asked.

"No idea," said Hiccup. "But we can hardly just stay in one place."

"His right," said Stormfly.

* * *

><p>They walked about what felt like half an hour still they had not found any sign of intelligent life let alone our village or something.<p>

"We haven't run into a single person," Merrill noted.

"Is it some kind of forest world?" Toothless asked.

"Surely not, we'll still need disguises," said Stormfly.

"But from where?" Merrill asked. "There's nothing."

Hiccup suddenly came to a stop.

"Well, I've still got my helmet and I've got a cloak for you Merrill, but I'm afraid I don't really have anything for Toothless or Stormfly," said Hiccup as he handed Merrill a cloak.

"Then we'll have to stop the next village and get something," said Toothless.

"If there is a village around here?" said Merrill as she wrapped herself with the cloak and pulled the hood over her head.

They kept on wondering around the forest, but still found no sign of life or civilisation of any kind then suddenly they saw the flying river they saw earlier.

"It's a flying river we saw," said Hiccup pointing.

"I've never seen anything like it before," said Merrill.

"And appears we're not alone," said Toothless.

The all looked and found a man fishing over the cliff right into the flying river.

"As a man over there," said Merrill.

"He must be an Edolas native," Stormfly surmised.

"Thank Tarbal," said Merrill signing with relief. "He looks like a normal person."

"What did you expect people here to look like?" Toothless asked.

"Giving we should ask for directions or something?" Hiccup asked.

"So that he can warm the authorities, I think not," said Stormfly.

"Then how do you suggest we find the others?" Hiccup asked.

"While I know the task is difficult we should not draw attention to ourselves," Stormfly said firmly.

* * *

><p>So they left the man behind and continue to wonder around the forest aimlessly.<p>

"We been wondering for hours," Toothless moaned.

"Stop you're complaining," said Stormfly.

"Well, if we ask that man for directions like I suggested we probably wouldn't be in this mess," Hiccup muttered.

"Or, most likely, we would be neckdeep in trouble."

"Hey, did any of you hero weird noise a second ago?" Merrill asked.

"I didn't hear anything," said Hiccup.

Then they saw something appearing out of the water, like some sort of giant fish.

"Wow, that's one big fish," said Toothless.

However, they discovered it was a lot bigger than they first thought, because when it shone out of the water it was about twenty feet tall with razor sharp fangs in its mouth.

"No, that's one big fish," said Hiccup.

"Too big," said Stormfly.

Hiccup tried to set his fist on fire, but nothing happened. "Damn, I've got not able to use magic here."

"So where does that leave us" Merrill asked.

"Simple, we run," said Hiccup.

And so they did they ran for their lives across the forest as the giant fish follow them looking extremely hungry.

"It's gaining on us!" Merrill yelled.

"We're going to have tough time fighting if we can't use magic," said Hiccup.

"And it gets worse," said Merrill. "All this running and screaming and being chased by this monster is really going to attract a lot of unwanted attention."

"Well, if you have an idea open," said Hiccup.

They soon exited from the forest and then found themselves at the edge of the cliff of the floating island.

"Great, just perfect," said Hiccup.

"It's a dead end," Merrill whined.

"And actually you've to calm flyers out of here," said Hiccup.

They turned the giant fish headed towards them, but fortunately it had a tough time stopping and slighted ride of the cliff. They watch as it fell into the flying river below them, much to their relief.

"That was too close," said Toothless.

"Yeah, but we can even fight an overgrown fish how going to have any hope of finding ourselves in this new land without our magic," said Hiccup grimly.

"I'm just glad that everyone is all right," said Merrill.

"The question is what do we do now?" Hiccup asked looking down at Stormfly. "We still don't know where we are and we haven't got a disguises for you and Toothless."

"We just have to keep looking around," said Stormfly.

* * *

><p>However, a few hours later and they were still no close in finding a village. Then they suddenly came to a stop when they saw two travellers ahead of them, clearly mother and son.<p>

The strangest thing was they were extremely silent and their expressions were that of fear.

"It would seem as if we've found more unwanted attention," said Stormfly.

"Well, what should we do now?" Merrill asked.

"Uh, hello," said Toothless waving at them. "We're not from around these parts and we seem to have gotten a little lost in this forest—"

Then suddenly the two of them went on their hands and knees and bowed in front of them.

"We're sorry, it's not our fault we swear," said the mother.

All of them looked at them blankly.

"Mighty Exceed, please forgive us and let us leave with our lives," said the boy.

"Exceed?" Hiccup blinked.

"I wonder who they're talking about?" Merrill wondered.

Stormfly narrowed her eyes.

Hiccup then walked up. "Uh, listen, we mean you no harm we just simply want to ask you a few questions. Some of our friends are here and we were hoping—"

The two of them screamed when Toothless looked at them and then ran for their lives as if something deadly was chasing after them.

"Okay, that was weird," said Hiccup.

They wanted a little further, quite confused about how those two travellers reacted.

"It's strange, but I think those people seem to be afraid of Toothless and Stormfly," said Merrill.

"I got that feeling to," Hiccup nodded.

"But we're not scary at all," said Toothless. "But they acted as if I could kill them the moment I looked at them."

However, they were not able to dwell on this, because Hiccup stepped on a mushroom and it seemed too expanded when he placed his weight against it.

"Now what's happening?" Stormfly groaned.

"I have a bad feeling about this," said Toothless.

He was right, the mushrooms shot up a sword back into the air. They then started bouncing of larger mushrooms and kept on bouncing and they crashed into some sort of house.

Fortunately, no one was in there, but unfortunately it was not exactly a soft landing.

"This is getting ridiculous," Hiccup groaned as he pulled himself up.

"I know what you mean," Merrill whined.

"Where are we now?" Hiccup asked.

"It looks like some sort of warehouse," said Toothless.

"Although I am well beyond the provisions of taking extensive measures, let's see if there's any clues in here we could use to disguise ourselves," said Stormfly.

"I should be fine with my armour, but I think you need a change of clothes Merrill," said Hiccup as he fountain clothes about her size. "I suggest you go behind that screen over there and get changed."

"Right," said Merrill taking the close he handed to her.

Even Toothless and Stormfly were able to find some disguises, though he was very unsure how they were going to help consuming they were talking cats. Then again he didn't know if there weren't any talking cats.

"I suppose this will have to do for now," said Stormfly, who now looked like a belly dancer that you would find in an exotic brothel.

"I think this suits me," said Toothless, who was wearing some sort of armour along with a cape.

Hiccup then notice something outside the window and gasped.

"You see something, Hiccup?" Merrill asked as she emerged from behind the screen, now wearing some sort of schoolgirl outfit and with a hood covering her ears.

"I sure do," said Hiccup. "It's Dragon Tail."

Everyone rushed over to the window and saw that he was quite correct. However, it wasn't a gigantic building any more it looked like some sort of hollow tree, but it still had the Dragon Tail emblem upon it.

"It's in disguise, too, but I recognise it anywhere," said Hiccup as they rushed towards the Guildhall.

"Hold on!" Merrill yelled running after him.

"Hey, wait for us!" Toothless yelled as he and Stormfly followed.

* * *

><p>They soon reached the front door, but when they entered it was slightly different. The tables and chairs look like mushrooms and everyone were wearing different clothes than what they were wearing before.<p>

"Is it just me or does something seem kinder different?" Toothless asked.

"Yeah, but I could care less as long as they're all here," said Hiccup.

"I suppose you're right," said Merrill.

"I'm afraid Toothless is right," said Stormfly crossing her paws. "There is something wrong here. So I would remove your disguises just yet."

"Well there's the request board," said Toothless pointing at the opposite end of the Guildhall.

"I know it looks different, but surely would be okay to remove our gear," said Hiccup as they sat down at a table.

"Look and you'll see," said Stormfly.

They look towards the request board and their mouths fell ride open. Heather was wearing very little of clothing, especially around the waist and showing quite a bit of cleavage, and she was wearing a miniskirt.

"Well, I'm off," she said as she swung her hips around. "I've just taken on a very major job."

Then Ragnar appeared and he was completely out of the ordinary. He was bare-chested with bandages around his arms and covered in tattoos. He then did something that was completely out of character, he slapped Heather's butt.

"Surely don't want me around?" he said licking his lips.

Heather gave him a very seductive smile and pulled her body closer. "I wouldn't mind you tagging along."

"You know, those two spend most of our time chatting with either the hottest girls of the handsomest boys," said Speedfist, who was wearing a suit.

"Tell me about it, gets on your nerves," said Wartihog, who was stuffing his face.

"Okay, those two aren't acting normal," said Hiccup. "I've known Ragnar for a long time and he's no Playboy."

"Yeah, and Heather is no bimbo either," Toothless nodded.

"And it gets weirder," said Stormfly gesturing towards a nearby table.

Hiccup looked around at his mouth fell open. There he saw the twins and Snotlout and they were acting completely out of character. The twins were wearing glasses and wearing lab coats, while Snotlout was listening with great intent to their conversation, but looking completely unsure of himself.

"I say that we should try to assess our target before we try to apprehend him," said Ruffnut.

"I fully concur, he must be studied and to be taken down quietly," Tuffnut nodded.

"Just tell me what to do and I'll try and not mess anything up," said Snotlout.

"Come on, Mulch, we've got a job to do," said Bucket.

"What job? You know we were doing a job?" said Mulch as he followed Bucket.

Gobber and Spitelout also looked quite different. Gobber's good hand was shaking uncontrollably making it impossible for him to forge anything and Spitelout didn't look like his boastful and cocky self.

"You care for a drink, Miss Agatha?" Gobber asked.

"Yeah, you can do with relaxing for a bit," said Spitelout.

Agatha look like some sort of lady noblewoman and looked more in place with a tea party than at a tavern.

She shook her head. "Don't be so silly you to," she said dismissively. "I've never touched a drop of alcohol. Why start now?"

Then they saw Fishlegs, who looked as if he couldn't string two words together. He just stood there in a dull expression on his face with drool coming out of his mouth.

"Okay, something is seriously wacky," said Hiccup.

"Yet all gone topsy-turvy," said Toothless.

"Hey!" a fierce voice yelled. "Who the heck are you?"

They turned, expecting to see Astrid, but instead was staring straight at Ruby. Ruby was dressed in a black punk outfit with her ponytail being held together by a skull hairband.

"Oh boy," said Hiccup.

"I don't believe it," said Merrill.

"I've never seen you before so what are you doing in our Guild?" Ruby demanded fiercely.

"I'm scared, Stormfly," Merrill whimpered.

"It's all right, Child, what is going on around here?" Stormfly frowned.
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Hiccup and the others were staring nervously at Ruby, who had a very frightening look about her, wondering how they were going to explain them being here.

"Who are you? And what are you doing here?" Ruby demanded.

Hiccup took a deep breath and looked straight at Ruby. "Easy… we can explain everything Miss…"

"Ruby… Ruby Scar," she said crossing her arms.

Hiccup blinked, she had a different surname now, it was clear that things were not what they seem.

"We just found your Guildhall and thought we could stay for a bit," he said calmly.

Ruby looked at them curiously. "Are you from another guild?"

"In a manner of speaking," Hiccup shrugged.

"Looks we got refugees from another guild," said Gobber.

"The master would want to speak with them," said Ragnar crossing his arms.

"And she will one she gets here with Astrid," said Ruby. She then turned on them and glared at them. "For now mind yourselves and if I see you compromising the safety of this guild you'll wish you never been bought."

"Understood," said Hiccup.

"That was close," said Toothless.

"The thing this place what they're mine somehow?" Merrill asked.

Stormfly noticed Adelaide, who looked like a normal cheerful self. "It's great we got more Vikings here, welcomed the Dragon Tail," she said waving from the bar.

"Well, at least not all of them have gone weird," said Hiccup. "Adelaide looks just the same."

"Good, because I didn't want to deal with an out-of-control Adelaide and Ruby at the same time," said Toothless.

"What are cats doing here?" Fishlegs asked looking down at Toothless and Stormfly.

Everybody came to a sudden stop and then stared down at Toothless and Stormfly.

"Cats!" they cried.

"How do they get inside?" Tuffnut asked.

"Those are normal house cats those are Exceeds," said Ruffnut.

"Just what we need," Ragnar growled.

"Should we do something?" Heather asked.

Toothless looked at Stormfly.

"I think a situation has gone from bad to worse," he said.

"What the heck is going on!" Ruby yelled glaring at Hiccup.

Hiccup quite sure how to answer and leaned over towards the others. "Have you noticed that everyone seems to freak out at the word Exceed," he whispered.

"I have," said Stormfly.

Toothless removed his helmet. "How about we all just come down," he said.

Adelaide then bent over towards Toothless curiously. "They sure do look a lot like them," she noted. "Now I understand why everyone is so on edge."

"Careful, Adelaide, it may bite you" said Spitelout.

"Doesn't exactly look threatening," said Ragnar.

"You may be right," said Snotlout. He then looked at everyone else. "Don't worry, the little guy just looks like Exceeds."

"Whatever you say," said Heather sceptically.

"I've got a bad feeling about this," said Wartihog.

"That makes two of us," said Speedfist.

"You better put your helmet back on," Stormfly advised.

"All right, all right," said Toothless place in the helmet bag over his head.

* * *

><p>Meanwhile, unknown to anyone, a masked warrior was running longer side a young blonde girl. They kept on looking over their shoulders as if something terrible was chasing them.<p>

"We need to warn them," said the masked warrior.

"I hope we can get there in time," said the blond girl.

"We must."

* * *

><p>Ruby was looking at Hiccup curiously.<p>

"All right, mister, I want to know who you are and where you came from and you better hope I like answers," said Ruby fiercely.

"Ruby is scary," Merrill quivered.

"Listen it's just like you said we are from another guild and it was destroyed what more do you want?" Hiccup asked.

"For starters a name, both yours and your guild," Ruby glared.

"Listen, my name is… Dagur and I came from the… Blue Pegasus Guild," said Hiccup.

"Blue Pegasus?" Ruby raise an eyebrow. "That guild was destroyed last year and I never heard of someone called Dagur from there."

"That's because I was quite new and hadn't made a name for myself, I don't quite remember what happened, because I got hit in the head during the commotion next thing I knew our entire Guildhall was destroyed."

Ruby didn't exactly look convinced and looked at the others. "What do you guys think?"

"Well, his story does make a lot of sense," said Ruffnut.

"And why else would he come here, if he was here mild the King he would have sent an entire will be down upon us right now," said Tuffnut.

"I don't know, I still don't trust those cats," said Heather.

"But I don't explain why little goes with him," said Snotlout.

"Hard to trust someone who wears a helmet," said Ragnar crossing his arms.

"Yes, why is that?" Ruby asked turning on him.

"Pure vanity," said Hiccup. "I got some terrible scars I don't like show them off in public."

"I think we should wait until the master returns," said Adelaide. "It is up to her whether we have new guild members are not."

"Fine, but I'll be keeping an eye on you," Ruby warned.

"Won't have it any other way," said Hiccup.

She then turned to the twins. "You to better get a contraption ready, I don't want the king's army catching us with our trousers down."

"On it," said the twins slightly fearfully.

Hiccup sat down next to Merrill and took in a big sigh of relief.

"I was a bit of touch and go," he said.

"At least they bought your story," said Merrill.

"Yeah, but how do you think that will hold," said Hiccup.

Merrill looked around curiously at the Guild members. "I recognise most of the people here, but I haven't seen Astrid yet."

"Don't you remember they mentioned she was with the master," said Hiccup. "Though I am curious on how different she would be."

"She could be ten times as furious was or as harmless as a butterfly," said Toothless.

"Yeah, I can't but help think how different she would be," Merrill nodded.

"It is kind of exciting," said Toothless.

* * *

><p>Unbeknownst to anyone, the masked warrior and the young blonde girl was still running as fast as their legs could carry them. The blond girl looked up and saw in the distance and armoured warrior heading straight towards the Guildhall.<p>

* * *

><p>Meanwhile back of the Guildhall, Ruby had pulled Hiccup towards her.<p>

"Okay, Dagur, I wanna see what you're made of," she said fearfully.

"Mostly it skin, blood and bone," he said sarcastically.

That was a bad move, because Ruby then punched him hard in the gut and then dealt a powerful elbow right on top of his head. He soon found himself face first on the floor.

"Okay, did not see that one coming," said Toothless.

"Poor guy," said Merrill.

"You shall have a funny way of welcoming people," said Hiccup rubbing the back of his head. "I mean if this is you friendly hate to see when you're aggressive."

"Keep talking funny guy and will see how long you last," Ruby scowled.

"Wow, that guy's got some guts talking back to Ruby like that," said Ragnar. "I'm beginning to like this guy."

"I've never seen anyone act like that before," said Agatha dumbfounded.

Hiccup finally managed to pull away from Ruby and sat down at his table where he was soon joined by Ragnar.

"You sure can take a beating," he said.

"I'm used to it," he shrugged. "Trust me my girlfriend was almost as rough on me as she is."

"Oh, you got yourself a girlfriend," said Ragnar curiously. "What's she like? Hot?"

"If you talk to her like that you'll find yourself in the hospital," said Hiccup. "I tell you she's got fire and a hot temper to match, but underneath that attitude lies the beating heart of a Valkyrie."

"Oh, you seminar disturb the fires," said Ragnar leaning over to him.

Merrill, Toothless and Stormfly were still slightly complex with what they've stumbled into.

"I don't get it, the acting is it they don't know us and the attitudes are completely different," said Toothless.

"What you think could happen to them?" Merrill asked.

Stormfly frowned. "We thought this world was the opposite to our own, but that's not the case. If it were surely Adelaide would behave indifferently, but the biggest proof is right there."

They turned and their eyes widened, because right in front of them was an older version of Merrill. However, unlike their Merrill, she was completely human and clearly had a bit more of an attitude.

"Hey, Merrill, that trimmed their looks, like you," said Speedfist gesturing to Merrill. "A little you."

"Hey, you think so?" said the other Merrill.

"Now that you mention it they do look similar," said Wartihog.

"You saying that's me," Merrill gaped.

"This is bad," said Stormfly. "We still not have met this version of Hiccup and his story won't last forever, especially when the guild master returns. We should leave as quickly as possible."

"Why? What's going on?" Toothless asked.

"These people, there are not are missing friends," said Stormfly. "This is in the Dragon Tail we've been looking for. They're not opposites… they're different people entirely… they've been Edolas citizens from the beginning."

They all stared at her. "It's not as crazy as it sounds, think of it as a parallel world. Edolas has its own separate history and culture, so it's possible for completely separate Dragon Tail to exist."

"No way," said Merrill.

"Okay, now my head really hurts," said Toothless.

"Okay, but of these people are not friends where we supposed to find them?" Hiccup asked.

"What are you babbling about?" Ruby asked.

"You expect me to know that?" Stormfly asked crossing her paws. "If I did we wouldn't be on this wild goose chase."

She then grabbed Toothless and headed towards the door.

"We should remain in this place a minute more, come now," she said as she ran.

"Stormfly!" Merrill yelled. "Where will we go?"

"The Royal City, if there are any clues to the whereabouts of our friends were sure to find them there."

However, before they could leave the door slammed open and mask warrior appeared and right next to her was Astrid. This version of Astrid looked a lot more timid and terrified in their version.

"We've got big trouble," said the masked warrior, who was female. "The Dragon Hunter is here!"

Everyone, apart from them, gasped in horror. Whoever this Dragon Hunter was equally frightening to the bone.

Ruby then noticed Toothless and Stormfly trying to leave and stopped them at once.

"Where you going? You wanna die, don't you dare walk out," she warned.

Everyone was in a panic and they were just confused.

"How is that possible?" said Wartihog.

"How could she trackers down so quickly?" Speedfist yelled.

"Those monsters from the kingdom, will they never stop hunting us?" said Agatha fearfully.

"I don't know we can get out of this one," said Gobber.

Toothless looked at Stormfly. "The kingdom?"

"They're the ones who Anima in the first place and send the two of us to Midgard for our mission," Stormfly reminded.

"If that's true, then you and me are the enemies of Dragon Tail," said Toothless in horror.

They then noticed the twins were operating some strange kind of device and it was quite freaky seen them acting as though they know what they were doing.

"Preparing reactor for ignition," said Ruffnut.

"Setting in coordinates," said Tuffnut.

"Automated error correction in five… four… three… two… one…"

"Mark connected!"

"Running magic power to shock absorbers."

"Just setup the Teleportation Circle already!" Ruby yelled.

"It's not as easy as it looks you know," Ruffnut snapped.

"Just casted before he gets here!" Ruby ordered.

"We're trying, don't rush us!" Tuffnut yelled.

"Will the three of you just shut!" Ragnar yelled impatiently.

"Who is this Dragon Hunter?" Hiccup wondered.

The entire guild and began to shake and everyone was panicking still.

"Magic power output at forty percent to Teleport criticality," said Ruffnut.

"Forty-three…" said Tuffnut.

"What's going on here?" Toothless asked as the guild shook violently.

"Please let it work, please let it work," said Astrid quivering, which was an entirely new site and something Hiccup never thought he would see in his entire life.

"Okay, that's just freaky," he said blinking.

"It will be all right, Astrid," the masked warrior assured.

"Can the two of you speeded up or something!" Ragnar yelled.

"You wanna walk instead!" Ruffnut snapped.

"Output at sixty-one…" said Tuffnut.

"Two minutes Teleport!"

"What's going on?" Merrill asked.

"He's here!" Snotlout cried looking out of the window.

Hiccup looked out of the window and then saw something huge flying straight towards them.

"What is that?" he gaped.

"The Dragon Hunter," said Toothless.

"What a monster," said Stormfly.

"I with the kingdom send that out to Dragon Tail? Merrill asked puzzled. "I don't understand."

"Are you that out of the loop?" said the Edolas Merrill.

"What you mean?" Merrill asked looking at her.

"The King ordered all guilds destroyed to protect the limited magic supply," said the Edolas Merrill simply. "Out of all of them, only one is still standing and it's this one."

Merrill gasped in horror.

"I don't know where you think you are, but this is Dragon Tail and were a Dark Guild."

Merrill's eyes widened.

"All right! We finally reached criticality!" Ruffnut announced.

"Now! Activate shock absorbers!" Tuffnut yelled.

"Teleportation Circle, deploying!" Ruffnut yelled as she palled a believer.

Add one that everyone began floating up in mid-air.

"Now what!" Hiccup yelled.

"What's happening to me?" Stormfly yelled.

"This is crazy," Toothless moaned.

"Everyone grabbed hold onto something quickly!" Ruby yelled.

"Brace yourselves!" said the masked warrior.

"I hate teleportation," Hiccup moaned.

Then everyone was blinded by the light.

* * *

><p>Outside the huge beast came diving down straight towards Dragon Tail, but before he could do anything the tree trunk leading to the ground and vanished just as it slammed on top of it.<p>

"Drat," said the armoured warrior.

"Hmm, Teleportation Magic," said a voice.

The warrior turned and saw a handsome black haired warrior with a goatee walking up to the crater with his hands behind his back. Attached to his back was a large two-handed sword and he looked into the crater great interest.

"To think they stooped to deploy a spell that uses such an enormous amount of power in one shot," he said shaking his head. "My, oh my, aren't Dark Guild sure are wasteful."

"I didn't realise you were here, Viggo," said the warrior.

"Hmm, this is truly concerning," said Viggo looking about him. "Those dragons are quite a resource for bunch."

"You shouldn't praise insect, you should squash them quickly," said the warrior as he began to remove his helmet.

"Hmm, yet they managed to escape you how many times?" said Viggo raising an eyebrow. "These insects are resilient, but they can't keep up the act much longer. Their demise is as certain as the sunsets. Did you hear the giant Lacrima plan was a success, almost hard to believe? Anyway, all captains of the Magic Warfare Unit are to return to the Royal City."

"So, Midgard's Dragon Tail has been destroyed?" said warrior began to lift off his helmet.

"More precisely it has been absorbed, you have to hand it to your father, he certainly has style," said Viggo looking up at the warrior. "Wouldn't you agree Prince Hiccup."

Indeed the armoured warrior was Edolas, but the major difference was that he had both legs and look way more arrogant and hotheaded than the Midgard version.

"And what of the Midgard Vikings, who were also exhorted by the Anima?" he asked.

"They're enjoying their stay, as part of a giant Lacrima."

Edolas Hiccup smiled evilly. "Excellent, then Edolas' magical supply should be filled to capacity for quite some time."

* * *

><p>Meanwhile, the Dragon Tail Guildhall had reappeared in a desert landscape far away from Edolas Hiccup and Viggo.<p>

"That was close, but we made it," said Ruby getting to her feet.

"We really need to sort out the landing on that thing," Ragnar groaned as he helped Heather up.

"No kidding, I dunno how much longer I can live with that thing," Heather grumbled.

"What happened?" Merrill mumbled.

"I think the guild change location," Toothless groaned.

"As did my stomach," Merrill whined.

"Oh, my head," said Hiccup as he got up and didn't notice that his helmet had fallen over the process.

Everyone turned and stared straight at him.

"It's him!" Astrid screamed.

"How did he get in here!" Snotlout gaped.

"What?" Hiccup frowned.

Suddenly Ragnar had his hand around his throat.

"Knew there was something off about you," he growled. "I've been waiting to do this for a long time."

"What's going on?" Merrill asked.

"Yeah, trying to murder him!" Toothless yelled indignantly.

"Because he's the Dragon Hunter," Ruby snarled and the freer you have been helping him.

"Wait, Hiccup is the Dragon Hunter!" the three of them gasped.

"Not for much longer," said Ragnar squeezing his grip.

"Wait!" said the masked warrior.

Everyone turned to look at and found that she had removed her helmet. She was round about fiftyish with blue eyes and auburn hair tied in three long ponytails. Everyone started as she slowly approached Hiccup and looked down at his cheek where his scar was located.

"Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III?" she gaped.

Everyone stared at her, Hiccup most of all as freed himself and Ragnar's grip.

"Do I know you?" he asked rubbing his neck.

"No, you are only a babe," said the woman she then gave him a mixture of joy and guilt. "But mother never forgets."

Hiccup stared at her as did everyone else, because he was face-to-face with his mother, the Stormcutter.


End file.
